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CONTRIBUTIONS TO ESTIMATING AVERAGE LIFETIME OF AN AUTOMOBILE
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Abstract: This paper provides clarifications on the use of the concept of average lifetime of an automobile, with reference to how this term is used by some manufacturers or technical literature. Then is presented a model for calculating the average lifetime of an automobile, by quantifying its wear degree, depending on the average vehicle trip and three maintenance conditions: good, moderate and satisfactory. Also, the method allows the determining of the value of an automobile, given that it has crossed a certain proportion of average lifecycle. Also, a graphical representation of time variation of physical wear coefficients for the three states of maintenance is presented and it is concluded that the depreciation function of an automobile is given by the difference between the new and remaining values, both being updated at the evaluation time, by taking into consideration the wear coefficients for each state of maintenance.
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